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Humanists are a large and growing population of ethically concerned but non-religious people.  We are always pleased to 
welcome as new members those who believe we can live good lives without religious or superstitious beliefs and who try to 
make sense of life using reason, experience and shared human values. Our group is affiliated to the British Humanist 
Association, The Gay & Lesbian Humanist Association & the National Secular Society.   
 

PAST EVENTS 
The first major event in last quarter's programme was on October 30th when Darrel Ray visited us 
during his brief stay in the UK to talk about "The God Virus: How Religion Infects Our Lives and 
Culture" , which was the title of his book published last year. Darrel was raised in a fundamentalist 

Church of Christ environment in Kansas (where they have the world's largest 
ball of twine!) by parents who became missionaries. After completing a 
master's degree in Religion at a Methodist Seminary, he went on to qualify in 
Counseling Psychology and was agnostic by the age of 30: atheist by the time 
he was 40. 
It was Richard Dawkins who first saw religion as a virus back in 1991 and, 
after reading his Voltaire essay "Viruses of the Mind" (viewable online at 
http://cscs.umich.edu/~crshalizi/Dawkins/viruses-of-the-mind.html), Darrel had 
the insight to see that the similarities between infection by a biological micro-
organism and infection with the religion meme could be developed with his 
background in psychology and he went on to recognize the special role that 
hypnosis has in making people religious. In an amusing 90 minute 

presentation before an audience of around 40, Darrel explained the viral & infection metaphors 
before looking at the infection strategies of religions and the part that the guilt cycle & sexual control 
play in developing religiosity. 
With the help of Daisy from the audience, he gave a fascinating demonstration of how techniques 
similar to those used in hypnotherapy are routinely used during religious services, possibly without 
even being realised by the preacher, and gave a powerful & stirring rendition of "Amazing Grace"!  
One of the most puzzling aspects of religion to atheists is that most religious people seem oblivious 
to the inconsistencies of their own religion whilst clearly seeing those in the religions of others. Darrel 
drew analogies with parasites such as Toxoplasma, which infects the brains of rats and alters their 
behaviour in an illogical way (they no longer fear the smell of cats), and the ideas of religion. Those 
“of the Faith” are encouraged to accept beliefs dogmatically, and this reorganises the human brain so 
that those infected with religion stop using logic when their truth of their dogma is questioned and 
avoid or deny scientific rational facts.   
And when do most people "get" religion?  Of course it is when they are young (when their “rational” 
immune system is underdeveloped) or when they are stressed (when their “rational” immune system 
is weaker)?  What are the vectors? Ministers and priests, religious primary school teachers & hospital 
chaplains. Martyrs (who die for their religion) and priests, monks and nuns (who commit “genetic 
suicide” in order to devote their whole life to their church) are particularly good vectors for spreading 
their beliefs; indeed, they have more time to go around infecting anybody they can (Ed: he was not 
just thinking about Catholic priests here!). 
Darrel pointed out that the architecture, smells and music in a place of worship all complement the 
words and actions during a service “to create a quasi-meditative state and relaxation response, 
paired with a guilt message”. The hypnotic, trance induction methods commonly occur in the long 
sermons and prayers of well-practised preachers. These methods include rhythmical voice 
intonation, slow deep breathing, repetition (of words and actions), music that sets a mood or 
reinforces a message, and trigger words that add nothing to the meaning but can be repeated to 
make the listener feel comfortable eg. "We just  pray, Jesus” or “Oh Lord”. The preacher will most 
likely deny they are using hypnotic techniques, for they will not necessarily have been taught these 
but will have inadvertently picked them up through imitation of others they have worshipped with.   
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To use a direct quote, "The church/mosque/temple is an emotional manipulation zone; an infection 
centre where all the infection channels (stress, trance state, sex, guilt, music, intimidation, social 
needs) can be brought to bear.  The whole religious experience is designed to shut the rational brain 
down."  This of course opens the human host to potential infection with god virus ideas. Worshippers 
gain relief from their worries and their feelings of guilt, and get their social needs met provided they 
take on board the particular "virus" that the establishment wishes to propagate. The experience also 
provides a "booster shot" of viral reinforcement to those already infected with that specific version of 
god. At first new visitors are very welcome but, if they don’t show any signs of ‘infection’ after 3 or 4 
meetings, they usually start to be shunned.     
At renewal meetings, in particular, the “guilt cycle” is reinforced.  That is: 
·  You must do as your God commands, particularly in matters of abstinence. 
·  When you fail, as you inevitably will (for religions tell people not to do things like masturbation, 

sex, lying, eating certain foods, or even think about such things), you disappoint your God and 
feel guilt. 

·  You then have to ask for forgiveness, which is only given from your own particular group leader (a 
kind of alpha male character), possibly in return for certain penances on your part.   

Thus guilt drives behaviour and the cycle is repeated every few weeks; sinners feeling incomplete, 
unable to be anything without the god virus. 
Some quotes from the talk that I managed to note included: 
�  “Every religion wants you to know you are never good enough; that’s the “Amazing Grace” 

message”. 
�  “Because of original sin you are guilty on the day you were born”. 
�  “In some ways religion is a sexually-transmitted disease! If you take the guilt of sex and 

masturbation out of religion, what have you got left?” 
�  “Religions have to change with the times, unless they control 

the culture, as in Islamic countries”. 
Several members then adjourned to the Prince of Wales (where 
Abbeydale’s “Absolution” was appropriately one of the beers on 
sale!) to continue the discussion and socialise. There was a good 
turn-out for this very enjoyable event and we should say a big 
thank you to Bill Green for organising it at such short notice. 
If you want to see a video of Darrel’s talk, it can be viewed on the 
website of New York Atheists http://nyc-atheists.org.  
San Diego Atheists have it in nine parts on YouTube 
(www.youtube.com/watch?v=U9pgYiYQLSE) and the Atheist Community of Austin also have 
interviews with Darrel under the headings “The God Virus: How Religion Infects Our Lives And 
Culture” and “The God Virus: How To Treat Infected People”.  
        On 11th November Danny Collman led a “Remembrance Day evening”  which this year 
highlighted the sacrifices of airmen in World War II, seeing as 2010 is the 70th anniversary of the 
Battle of Britain.  The usual small but appreciative group attended and Danny has made it known that 
this is the last year he will be conducting this event, so please make it know if you feel you would like 
to lead next years. I am sure everyone would want me to thank Danny for all the thought and effort 
he has put in over the years to ensure that we never forget how lucky we are that others have put 
their lives on the line to ensure the freedoms we enjoy today.  

   On 23rd November our meeting was held at Percy Lea’s home and was entitled “Out of a Hat”.  
Topics discussed were the following:- 

o What do you think of Muslim schools (Saudi) teaching their own curriculum? 
o Are we in this country bending over backwards too much in order to avoid offending militant 

and moderate Islam? 
o Should Humanists become involved in the chaplaincy in hospitals and prisons? 
o Has political correctness gone mad? 
o MEMES? (Are there really such things?) 
o Should Humanists celebrate Christmas? 
o Is the Church of England gradually, inadvertently and unintentionally disestablishing itself? 
o What can Birmingham Humanists do to get a greater presence in schools? 

Fifteen people met and had an enjoyable time discussing these questions. As usual, many issues 
peripheral to the actual topics were touched on as people aired their views. We are extremely 
grateful to Percy Lea for his hospitality in hosting both the above events at his house. 
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         Saturday, November 27th saw the “BHA GRAM”  (Groups Regional Annual Meeting) being held 
in Birmingham (the first time out of London). Five committee members from the Brum Hums attended 
and met with other group representatives from around the country to share ideas and good practice. 
There were talks from one group that had led a campaign against a new faith schools being planned 
for their area, from another that had run a stall at a local community festival and talked about the 
successes and failures, and from another about developing and running a public course on 
Humanism. There was a talk on “The Wider Community” and an award was presented to the group 
with the best website. Andrew Copson (Chief Executive, BHA) introduced the new BHA Strategy, 
Bob Churchill discussed membership and promotion and the day closed with a talk about Working 
Better Together. It was an interesting and worthwhile day and has given your committee lots to think 
about. 
          Despite the freezing weather conditions on December 6th, fourteen people were brave enough 
to venture out to attend John Edward’s talk on “SACRE & the Birmingham R.E. Syllabus” , held at 
the Friends Meeting House in Selly Oak. It is rather disappointing to hear that although multicultural 
Birmingham was at one time forward looking and inclusive with its outlook on Religious Education in 
schools, this seems to have changed, and John is finding it very difficult to be accepted as a 
Humanist voice on the SACRE panel.  A couple of days later he gave a 30 minute presentation to 5 
members of the working party which is considering whether they should be more accommodating to 
us and our beliefs. They were very polite but remained unconvinced that the law requires them to 
include Humanism in RE, in fact quite the opposite.  (BHA head office have received a report). 
 

UBASH !  
Amber Wright recently changed the name of the University of Birmingham’s non-religious group to 
"University of Birmingham Atheist, Secular and Humanist Society (UBASH) so it is now easier to find 
on Facebook, which is the home of the recently formed group.  The emerging society aims to bring 
together like-minded people for discussion, debate and the occasional pint. They hope to provide a 
secular voice on the Edgbaston campus and to promote equal representation for those without faith 
at the University. The administrators of the www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=160511408914 site 
are Joe Fisk, Amber Wright, Benjamin Mee and Santiago Flores Torres.  Several of their members 
attended our meeting with Darrel Ray and we look forward to having a useful working relationship 
with them, helping to promote & support each others meetings whenever possible.  
 

YOUR COMMITTEE HAS BEEN BUSY  
During 2010 Birmingham Humanists held 10 meetings: The Darwin Day Lecture, International 
Women’s Day Lecture, BHA Campaigns Discussion, Steve Hurd talking about Humanist Schools in 
Uganda, Zoonotics Lecture, Tim Betts Lecture, Darrell Ray’s Lecture on The God Virus, The 
Remembrance Day Meeting, Topics out of the Hat Discussion, and an Update on SACRE. There was 
also the opportunity for you to attend a New Year Meal, come on a ramble, help run the BHA 
Birmingham Pride stall, help run the Birmingham Humanist stall at the Moseley Festival, come to a 
BBQ, and attend the GRAM meeting. There have been 11 Social Evening Meet Ups at Bennetts Bar 
and you were all invited to the AGM. The committee has also held ten committee meetings during the 
year. We now have 143 friends on Facebook and 83 paid-up members of Birmingham Humanists.  
2011 promises to be even better!    
In addition to these ‘open-to-all’ events, several members have helped represent Humanism in 
school classrooms.   John Edwards & Victoria Denning returned by invitation to King Edwards Girls 
School and Alison Young featured this visit on the front page of the school newsletter. Victoria also 
spent a whole day leading 5 hour long sessions at Swanshurst school.  Kelvin Watson and Alan 
Johnson travelled to colleges in Hereford & Worcester to represent the group at school conferences.   
John Edwards also helped Andrew & Naomi run the BHA stall during the Conservative Party 
Conference when it came to Birmingham & attended the SACRE reps meeting at Conway House. 
 

DEEPEST SYMPATHY 
I am sure all Birmingham Humanist members would like me to convey their deepest sympathies to 
Carol & John Edwards (BH Treasurer) whose son, Ian died on Wednesday 15th December. Ian has 
fought an aggressive lymphoma & tumour on his spine for the past twelve months. Carol, John and 
Ian have remained positive throughout his gruelling treatment, which sadly, was not successful.  Ian 
left detailed instructions for his funeral and the celebration afterwards and John & Carol will be 
ensuring his last wishes are followed after the Christmas and the New Year holiday.  They intend to 
set up a up a charitable trust in his memory in the very near future.                     Victoria Denning 
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CANDLELIT CHRISTMAS MEMORIAL CEREMONY  AT ST EDBURG HA’S CHURCH,  
 

During 2010 I have written and presented a dozen or so funeral ceremonies for the Co-operative 
Funeralcare Service in and around the Yardley area of Birmingham. I was honoured to be asked, this 
year, to take an active part in a special candle-lit service held on December 15th at St Edburgha’s 
Church for all the families and friends of those the Co-op had organised funerals for, during 2010. 
There was Reverend Bill Sands, whose is vicar of the church, Reverend Mike Charles from another 
local church, Jeffrey Foy the Regional Manager for the Midlands Co-operative Funeral Services and 
me representing the Humanists. 
The church was full and very atmospheric in the candle light. Chris, the Funeral Director from the 
Yardley branch of the Co-op, had produced an Order of Service and I was asked to read out the 
eighty six names of those who had died and say something to represent the Humanists. 
I talked about how people with religious and non-religious beliefs all over the world celebrate 
Christmas and the New Year and how difficult the first year can be when a loved one is missing from 
the celebrations. I talked about remembering happy memories from past years and how they should 
not feel guilty about celebrating and having a good time without that family member. The poem I 
chose called “Grieve for Me” (by anon) was one I thought looked forward to the following year and 
getting on with life. 

Grieve for me, for I would grieve for you. 
Then brush away the sorrow and the tears 
Life is not over, but begins anew. 
With courage you must greet the coming years. 
To live forever in the past is wrong; 
Can only cause you misery and pain. 
Dwell not on memories overlong, 
With others you must share and care again. 
Reach out and comfort those who comfort you; 
Recall the years, but only for a while. 
Nurse not your loneliness; but live again. 
Forget not. Remember with a smile. 

 

I ended by hoping everyone would enjoy their Christmas and New Year and reminded them to 
continue to live their lives to the full.  After the usual Lord’s Prayer, a Bible reading, prayers and a 
couple of carols we retired to the back for mince pies, a glass of mulled wine and a chat with the 
families.   It was good to know that Humanism is being recognised, taken seriously and is now 
included in such ceremonies.                                            Victoria Denning – Humanist Celebrant 
 

MORE  FROM THE UGANDA HUMANIST TRUST  
 

Dear Uganda Humanist Schools Trust Supporter, 
         I am writing to report that the Humanist Schools in Uganda have made further progress over 
the past year, and to thank you for the support you have provided which has made this possible. 
During 2010 we have been able to provide scholarships to enable 74 village students to attend one of 
the three schools we are supporting: the Isaac Newton High School, the Mustard Seed School and 
the Humanist Academy.   
From the money donated we have provided every student in Senior 1 with a textbook in each of their 
subjects in all three schools. This has allowed the schools to embark on a Foundation Literacy 
Project, which involves the students learning by reading instead of relying on imperfect notes taken in 
class.  We have also been able to provide every student in Senior 4, preparing for their O-level 
examinations, with their own textbook in every subject - again in all three schools; and also to pay for 
extra tuition for these examination classes. 
        The impact of the books has been huge - they have effectively doubled students' study time by 
allowing them to first listen to the teacher and then read and make notes from textbooks after the 
lesson. The students are allowed to take the books home. The teachers have seen marked 
improvements in standards of English as well as in motivation among the students. When we visited 
the schools in July, we could also see substantial improvements in student confidence in reading, 
listening and speaking and noticeable improvements in vocabulary and spelling.  
           The money you have provided has also made it possible to open accounts for each school at 
a local science materials supplier. The equipment purchased is allowing students to conduct 
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experiments in science classes and to learn science by doing it. We have focused additional 
spending this year on the Isaac Newton School, which is the oldest of the three schools (founded in 
2005). We have paid for two 5000 litre water tanks so they can collect rainwater from the roofs. This 
is helping to alleviate the school's water problem. The other major development has been the 
addition of a solar-powered computer lab with 8 workstations. The network server comes with a host 
of software which has been chosen to support learning across the curriculum. They have a large off-
line Wikipedia giving the schools access to a huge non-fiction library.  There are 800 electronic 
classic books and a large number of digital videos - including Shakespearean plays, which proved to 
be an instant hit with the students (perhaps somewhat surprisingly). The computer lab is equipped 
with a laser printer, which is already reducing the school's printing costs. 

While the schools are making progress we they still have a long way to go. The main 
immediate priorities are: 
a) books and learning resources (including materials for arts, crafts and sport); b) water supply 
improvements; c) electricity; d)  support for improvements in teachers' pay and conditions; e)  
investment in boarding facilities and mosquito nets for the small but growing numbers of children 
(mainly orphans) who sleep on the floors of the classrooms. 

We hope you will want to continue to work with us to improve educational and welfare 
standards in these path-breaking schools.    I attach a report on the Isaac Newton School Visit and a 
copy of the school newspaper - the first product from the computer lab. 
You will find reports on the other two schools on our website www.ugandahumanistschoolstrust.org.  
We would like our supporters to feel that they have a personal involvement with the Ugandan 
schools. Please feel free to contact us at any time, if you have any questions or suggestions 
concerning our charity and the schools. 
Steve Hurd, (Chairperson Uganda Humanist Schools Trust) 
N.B. Our trustees meet all administration expenses, and cover personally the cost of visits we make to the 
schools, so every penny raised from supporters is used to maintain and improve the Ugandan schools.  
 

Isaac Newton High School  is where Samule Ssebulime, whom the Birmingham 
Humanists are sponsoring, is studying.  His photo opposite also features in the 
copiously illustrated report on the International Friendship Week Visit in July. 
Apologies, but a slight correction is needed from the last News & Views. We are 
working on the UHST water supply project with the Rotary Club  not the Round 
Table.  Bill Green explains: “They are separate organisations. Round Table is UK 
based, founded to give young men a place to meet, make friends, and exchange 
ideas; the Round Table is non-religious, non-political and non-sectarian, and has as 
much to offer men today as it did when it started in 1927.  8,000 members meet 
regularly in 600 clubs. I was in the Round Table from 27 to 40, when I was kicked 
out by their age rule (now 45 is max age).  Rotary in the UK is Rotary International in Great Britain 
and Ireland (RIBI) and is an association of Rotary members, clubs and districts. It is part of Rotary 
International, a worldwide organisation with 1.2 million male and female business professionals and 
community leaders in over 200 countries and geographical areas. 
Alas the Humanist Academy , which was intended by the IHEU to be a flagship school for Humanism 
in Uganda and where we were hoping our water collection project would occur, failed its inspection in 
November 2009 and is due to close this month.  However, Deo the headmaster has received 
permission from the Ministry of Education for it to re-open in February 2011 on condition that it must 
be run by a new organisation, change its name & embark on a substantial building programme.   At 
present we are unsure whether our large donation will be used at Fair View Senior Secondary School 
(the new proposed name), at one of the other schools or be returned. 
The UHST has to decide whether to support the proposed new school or whether to concentrate 
future resources on making a success of the other 2 Humanist schools.   If you have an opinion on 
what they should do, Steve requests you e mail it to him at uhstinfo@gmail.com 
 

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS 
 

We are pleased to welcome Francis Abenaty from Bearwood  and  
Donald Meacham from Kings Heath as members of Birmingham Humanists.    

We look forward to seeing them at some of our future meetings. 
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THE PRESIDENT OF THE AMERICAN HUMANIST ASSOCIATION,  DAVID NIOSE, 
SPEAKS OUT ABOUT "BURN A KORAN DAY" CONTROVERSY  

                                       From    Huma nist Network News   Sept 15, 2010 
Terry Jones, the once-obscure Florida preacher, attained celebrity status with his painfully ignorant 
"International Burn a Koran Day," and during the uproar the AHA joined the chorus of condemnation. 
Like countless others, it found the book-burning antics to be bigoted, ignorant and certain to cause 
emotional pain if not physical harm. In all respects, Jones was wrong, and it was good that in the end 
he backed down and cancelled the event. 
The fact that Americans of all races and religions spoke out against this attention-driven circus is an 
encouraging sign - signifying, one hopes, a positive shift toward religious tolerance and inclusivity. 
Still, while Jones's planned book-burning was rightfully criticized with near unanimity, it is noteworthy 
that the feared outcome of his actions - possible violent retaliation by some of those offended by it - 
was not being commented upon.  
After all, if we all agree that Jones wins a wing-nut award for calling for book burning, why are we so 
silent about those who would react violently to it?  It is common knowledge that mere items of 
personal property can have important meaning: a flag, a photograph, a religious symbol. As such, 
with the Quran being the holy book of Islam, we can expect that some would take great offense to its 
burning, just as many Christians would take offense to Bible burning & Jews to Torah burning.  But, 
despite the rudeness of those who would torch the sacred scripture of others, most of us would 
expect the offended individuals to act in a civilized way, perhaps comforted by the fact that virtually 
all public opinion sympathizes with them and agrees that religious book burners are offensive. 
Regardless of the intolerance and bigotry of those who would burn religious texts, a violent response 
to book burning is unacceptable. 
In an America with free speech as a fundamental constitutional right, tolerating rudeness is a way of 
life. We even allow religious nuts (and yes, that is the right word here) to picket outside the funerals 
of fallen soldiers, and we take only slight consolation in knowing that the offensiveness is itself 
testimony to the freedom for which the soldiers fought. It's a jagged pill to swallow, but a necessary 
one. Freedom means tolerating, with dignity, moronic behaviour by loudmouths and publicity 
seekers. 
Guided by reason, those offended by book burning need to remember that a book is only an item of 
personal property, and that it is senseless to react violently, regardless of one's religion, to the 
destruction of any text. 
Indeed, we should question why we were so worried about a violent reaction. The answer, surely, is 
that we fear, perhaps justifiably, that there are large numbers of individuals out there who value their 
religious dogma more than their constitutional freedoms. Stated bluntly, there are some individuals 
who take their religion very seriously, more seriously than the Enlightenment values of tolerance and 
pluralism. Though many followers of traditional religion would not want to face this fact, they (and we) 
should realize that it indeed is a problem -- and a big one. 
Humanists, unlike many who ascribe to traditional, revelation-based religion, are sensitive to religious 
freedom, but not willing to suggest, even implicitly, that a violent reaction to a symbolic religious 
offense is justifiable. While we realize that there were many religious liberals -- and even many 
religious conservatives -- who joined us in condemning Jones, we note that most of them were 
strangely silent in calling attention to the reason for the public outcry: the fear of violent reaction by 
religious extremists. 
The AHA strives for a world where violence and fear are not the drivers of ideals and actions. While a 
fearful, emotional response to the pastor's actions is perhaps understandable, these emotions must 
be put into perspective. Perhaps it is rational to encounter the products of hate and respond with fear, 
but if so, we should be asking: Why must we fear violence in response to an offensive religious act or 
statement? 
Jones crossed a line of basic decency, and his book-burning threats deserved great condemnation. 
But those who condemned the book burning should have spoken out just as loudly against the 
irrational passion that would cause people to react to it violently. The possibility of religious violence 
only highlights the need for the sober, post-theological worldview of humanism. 
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MONEYSAVERS DITCH RELIGION IN DROVES!!  
 
Victoria Denning forwarded me details of a poll started on 20th September by Money Saving 
Expert.com as a result of the Pope declaring on his visit to the UK, that he was worried the UK is 
becoming a secular society.  The site had previously surveyed to find out who MoneySavers are, 
where they live, and what papers they read so they thought it would be interesting to see their 
religious make-up.   8 days later 15,110 people had “voted” on the subject  “Are you a practising 
member of any faith (or belief)? ” and the results were that approximately 60 % were either atheist, 
agnostic or past caring!  The distribution of “votes” was as follows:- 
A. Not practising - 3,142 votes (21 %)              B. Anglican - 1,401 votes (9 %) 
C. Catholic - 1,796 votes (12 %)                       D. Other Christian - 2,128 votes (14 %) 
E. Muslim - 590 votes (4 %)                              F. Hindu - 258 votes (2 %) 
G. Sikh - 132 votes (1 %)                                  H. Jewish - 127 votes (1 %) 
I. Buddhist - 148 votes (1 %)                             J. Other - 367 votes (2 %) 
K. Atheist (deities do not exist) - 3,176 votes (21 %) 
L. Agnostic (the existence of deities is unknowable) - 1,845 votes (12 %)  
(http://forums.moneysavingexpert.com/showthread.php?p=36785574#post36785574) 
Some of the comments were also interesting.  For example:   
·  “I believe that I am a God. Not necessarily ‘The’ God as in a divine creator. Just 'A’ God, as in 

blessed and immortal and all powerful.”  
·  “My big problem with the Christian religions at the moment, which to me are the most important in 

the UK, is that they are so backward thinking. I have visited my local church recently and I was 
the only person under 60 there so I really wonder how it can survive once this generation has 
passed. I do not understand how the Christian religions can really expect people to believe the 
bible as a given and without questioning it. I would be far more likely to have an interest in a 
Christian religion if the stance was that the bible is a great book, written by man, which contains a 
lot of fables that can teach us important lessons. There is such overwhelming evidence that 
scientists have provided us with to the contrary of the bible that to wholeheartedly believe its 
teachings seems rather naive and nonsensical. Throughout the ages there have been constant 
battles between the church and scientists but I believe that it is the time for the Church to 
acknowledge how important and fast developing science is and embrace it.”              

·  “Never really thought about the difference between Atheist & Agnostic.  As described though, it's 
almost impossible for someone to be an Atheist - without proof (very difficult to prove a negative), 
atheism requires blind faith that no deity exists. Counter-intuitive really.”  To which somebody 
replied:  “Assuming there was a word ‘afatherxmasist’, meaning you do not believe in Father 
Xmas - would you be one yourself?  I was born both ‘atheist’ and ‘afatherxmasist’; I didn't choose 
the label, but it didn't take any faith (blind or not).” 

 

USA – THE 6TH GREATEST EXECUTIONER IN THE WORLD (2009) 
 

10th October 2010 was “World Day Against the Death 
Penalty” publicised widely by the Save Sakine Mohammadi 
Ashtiani campaign.  At the website 
http://stopstonningnow.com/wpress/4118, the countries with 
the highest number of executions in 2009 were listed. China 
was worst with over 1000 people murdered by the state. 
Then came Iran 388+; Iraq 120+; Saudi Arabia 69+; USA 52; 
Yemen 30+ and Sudan 9+. 
One can also view the document “List of Known Cases of 
Death by Stoning Sentences in Iran (1980 – 2010) by 
Farshad Hoseini which lists the cases for which documented 
evidence exists. In the 30 years the total number of men and 
women stoned to death appears to be at least 150, though it 
is certain the actual numbers are higher. In 2002 Iran’s 
judiciary decided to scrap the punishment of stoning in draft 
legislation submitted to parliament for approval.  Since then 5 
people were stoned in 2008 and 2009 and 15 people have 
been handed stoning execution sentences.  
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We thought our readers might be amused to see the classification table below – though we’re not 
sure about some of the less scientific terms used! 
 

“SLAVERY, TERRORISM & ISLAM: THE HISTORICAL ROOTS &  CONTEMPORARY THREAT”  
 

Here is a perspective on Islam, taken from a book with the same name by Dr. Peter Hammond, who 
was born in Cape Town in 1960 and whose doctorate is in Theology. It was sent in by one of our 
members. How far would others go along with this analysis? Does it only apply to political Islam? 
        Islam is not a religion, nor is it a cult. In its fullest form, it is a complete, total, 100% system of 
life. Islam has religious, legal, political, economic, social, and military components. The religious 
component is a “beard” for all of the other components.    
Islamisation begins when there are sufficient Muslims in a country to agitate for their religious 
privileges. When politically correct, tolerant, and culturally diverse societies agree to Muslim demands 
for their religious privileges, some of the other components tend to creep in as well. 
Here's how it works: 
As long as the Muslim population remains around or under 2% in any given country, they will be for 
the most part be regarded as a peace-loving minority, and not as a threat to other citizens. This is the 
case in:  United States -- Muslim 0..6%   Australia -- Muslim 1.5%   Canada -- Muslim 1.9%   China -- 
Muslim 1.8%  Italy -- Muslim 1.5%   Norway -- Muslim 1.8%.  
At 2% to 5%, they begin to proselytise to other ethnic minorities and disaffected groups, often with 
major recruiting from the jails and among street gangs.  This is happening in:  Denmark -- Muslim 
2%   Germany --  3.7%   United Kingdom -- Muslim 2.7%   Spain --  4%  & Thailand -- 4.6% Muslim. 



 9 

From 5% upwards, they begin to exercise an inordinate influence in proportion to their percentage of 
the population. For example, they will push for the introduction of halal (clean by Islamic standards) 
food, thereby securing food preparation jobs for Muslims. They will increase pressure on supermarket 
chains to feature halal on their shelves, along with threats for failure to comply. This is occurring in: 
 France -- Muslim 8%   Philippines -- 5%   Sweden -- Muslim 5%   Switzerland -- Muslim 4.3%   The 
Netherlands -- Muslim 5.5%   Trinidad & Tobago -- Muslim 5.8%.  
 At this point, pressure is put on the ruling government to allow them to rule themselves (within their 
communities) under Sharia, the Islamic Law. The ultimate goal of Islamists is to establish Sharia law 
over the entire world.  When Muslims approach 10% of the population, there tends to be an increase 
in lawlessness as a means of complaint about their conditions. Any non-Muslim action that offends 
Islam, results in uprisings and threats, such as in Amsterdam, with opposition to Mohammed 
cartoons and films about Islam. Such tensions are seen daily, particularly in Muslim sections, in:  
Guyana -- Muslim 10%   India -- Muslim 13.4%  Israel -- Muslim 16%   Kenya -- Muslim 10%   Russia 
-- Muslim 15%.  
After reaching 20%, nations can expect hair-trigger rioting, jihad militia formations, sporadic killings, 
and the burnings of Christian churches and Jewish synagogues, such as in Ethiopia -- Muslim 32.8%   
At 40%, nations experience widespread massacres, chronic terror attacks, and ongoing militia 
warfare, such as in:   Bosnia -- Muslim 40%   Chad – Muslim 53.1%  Lebanon -- Muslim 59.7%.  
From 60%, nations experience unfettered persecution of non-believers of all other religions (including 
non-conforming Muslims), sporadic ethnic cleansing (genocide), use of Sharia Law as a weapon, and 
Jizya, the tax placed on infidels, such as in: Albania - Muslim 70%   Malaysia -- Muslim 60.4%   Qatar 
-- Muslim 77.5% Sudan -- Muslim 70%. 
After 80%, one can expect daily intimidation and violent jihad, some State-run ethnic cleansing, and 
even some genocide, as these nations strive to drive out the infidels, and move toward 100% Muslim, 
such as has been experienced and in some ways is ongoing in:   
Bangladesh -- Muslim 83%   Egypt -- Muslim 90%   Gaza -- Muslim 98.7%   Indonesia -- Muslim 
86.1%   Iran -- Muslim 98%   Iraq -- Muslim 97%   Jordan -- Muslim 92%   Morocco -- Muslim 
98.7%   Pakistan -- Muslim 97%   Palestine -- Muslim 99%   Syria -- Muslim 90%   Tajikistan -- 
Muslim 90%   Turkey -- Muslim 99.8%   United Arab Emirates -- Muslim 96%. 
100% will usher in the peace of 'Dar-es-Salaam' -- the Islamic House of Peace.. Here there's 
supposed to be peace, because everybody is a Muslim, the Madrassahs are the only schools, and 
the Koran is the only word, such as in: Afghanistan -- Muslim 100%   Saudi Arabia -- Muslim 
100%   Somalia -- Muslim 100%   Yemen -- Muslim 100%.  
Unfortunately, peace is never achieved, as in these 100% states the most radical Muslims intimidate 
and preach hatred, and satisfy their blood lust by killing less radical Muslims, for a variety of reasons.  
Today's 1.5 billion Muslims make up 22% of the world's population. But their birth rates dwarf the 
birth rates of Christians, Hindus, Buddhists, Jews, and all other believers. Muslims will exceed 50% of 
the world's population by the end of this century.  
 

POLLY TOYNBEE  (THE GUARDIAN, TUESDAY 14 SEPTEMBER 2010) 

A dispute with BBC TV's religious slot, Sunday Morning Live: would I join a debate on the pope?  
As president of the British Humanist Association, I was glad to – but there was a problem. Discussion 
was divided into a first debate on whether Catholicism was over-obsessed with sex, but I was to join 
a second: is the Catholic church a force for good? How could you answer that without saying that sex 
lies at the poisoned heart of all that is wrong with just about every major faith? 
Repression of sex, banning contraception, gay rights, abortion, stem-cell research and IVF treatment 
cause untold misery. Not to the "liberal" Catholics who proclaim for reform and use contraception 
themselves – as Cherie Blair so distastefully revealed – yet support a church whose denial of it 
damages and kills poor mothers with no choice. As Ben Goldacre pointed out in this paper on 
Saturday, while this pope claims condoms "aggravate the problem" of HIV/Aids, two million die a 
year. Ann Widdecombe's riposte that the Catholic church runs more Aids clinics than any single 
nation was like suggesting the Spanish Inquisition ran the best rehab clinics for torture victims. 
Women's bodies are the common battleground, symbols of all religions' authority and identity. Cover 
them up with veil or burqa, keep them from the altar, shave their heads, give them ritual baths, 
church them, make them walk a step behind, subject them to men's authority, keep priests celibately 
free of women, unclean and unworthy. Eve is the cause of all temptation in Abrahamic faiths. Only by 
suppressing women can priests and imams hold down the power of sex, the flesh and the devil. The 
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Church of England is on the point of schism over gay priests, women bishops and African 
homophobia. The secular world looks on in utter perplexity. 
Trying to deny the primal life force has led to centuries of persecution, suffering, secrecy and 
breathtaking hypocrisy. Wherever male cultural leaders hold absolute and unscrutinised power, 
women and children will be abused. In western secular life this has at last been recognised: in 
schools, prisons, care homes and within families, wherever the powerless are unseen and unheard, 
horrors will happen without checks and transparency. Abusers gravitate towards closed 
organisations, and absolute power turns people into abusers. But the Vatican still talks of a few bad 
apples requiring internal discipline, the pope refusing to hand rapists over to secular law. Imams, 
gurus, priests, all hold sway over the vulnerable. As secretive madrassahs and new religious "free" 
schools multiply while officials nervously respect their cultural independence, expect more abuse as 
bad as the Belgian Catholic cases now emerging. 
The other dominion the religions control is death. Were it not for the faiths with their grip on hospices 
and palliative care, the law on assisted dying would be reformed. Religious dominance in parliament 
scuppered the last bill that tried to give the dying the right to depart when they can suffer no more. A 
survey in the Journal of Medical Ethics found religious doctors far less likely to keep the dying deeply 
sedated if that risked hastening death, forcing people to linger in the agonising antechambers of 
death. Add up the millions of hours of human suffering the faiths inflict by their denial of choice over 
sex and death, and it far outweighs their Mother Teresa work. 
The pontiff arrives after heavy lobbying by Gordon Brown, who was desperate to please Catholic 
voters. Instead the visit has subjected Pope Benedict's conservatism to intensely unfavourable 
scrutiny. On Friday he meets the Archbishop of Canterbury, who ought to send him off with a flea in 
his ear for trying to seduce over to Rome Church of England clergy opposed to women bishops. His 
beatification of Cardinal Newman for converting to Catholicism is an affront, along with his claim that 
Britain's Equalities Act "violates natural law" for banning discrimination against women and gays. 
In a week when, on the wilder fringes, a Florida pastor's threat to burn 200 copies of the Qur'an 
risked igniting holy war among equally extreme battalions of Islamist fundamentalists, while hate-
filled Christians try to stop the building of a Muslim centre in a New York that is remembering the 
jihadist attack victims, nobody needs reminding of the incendiary dangers of religion. But just when 
democracies should determinedly separate religion from state, the British state appeases, most 
alarmingly in new segregated schools. Why invite the pope on a "state" visit costing millions in a time 
of cutbacks? At most 12% of the population regularly practices any faith in the secular UK. 
Where once secularism and humanism were relics of a bygone religious age, its voice is important 
again. But pointing out the blindingly obvious need to keep faiths in their private sphere has united 
religious gunfire against secularists. All atheists now tend to be called "militant", yet we seek 
to silence none, to burn no books, to stop no masses or Friday prayers, impose no laws, asking only 
free choice over sex and death. Religion deserves its say, but only proportional to its numbers. No 
privileges, no special protection against feeling offended. 
The director of pastoral affairs in the Westminster diocese, Edmund Adamus, says Britain has 
become a "selfish hedonistic wasteland" of sex and secularism. He echoes the supreme arrogance of 
all the religious who claim there is no morality without God. Nonsense, but unlike the religious the 
godless claim no moral superiority. Wise humanists know that good and bad are pretty evenly 
distributed. Humanity has an innate moral sense, without threats of divine wrath and reward. Good 
and bad works are done by both the secular and the religious. But wherever the institutions of religion 
wield real power, they prove a force for cruelty and hypocrisy. 
Atheists are good haters, they claim, but feeble compared with the religious sects. Atheists have 
dried-up souls, without spiritual or visionary transcendentalism. To which we say: the human 
imagination is all we need to hold in awe. Live in optimism without fear of judgment and death. There 
is enough purpose and meaning in life, love and leaving a good legacy. Oppose the danger of 
religious zealotry with the liberating belief that life on earth is precious because this here and now is 
all there is, and our destiny is in our own hands. 

 

The Committee would like to wish all Birmingham Hum anist 
Members Seasons Greetings and a Happy and Healthy 2 011.                    

            This issue has been put together by John Edwards & Victoria Denning.   
                   It is hoped to produce the next issue in March.   Please send any articles, letters, news or 
suggestions to the editor, John Edwards, at 157 Welford Road, Shirley, Solihull B90 3HT  
                                              or via e mail to jaejed@hotmail.com 


